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Dear Parents /  Carers, 12 Feb 2021 
 
This is the last newsletter before half term break and although for school staff it has seemed a very long 
half term we are hoping that we will be seeing the children very soon afterwards. The government still 
has a return date of the 8th March but I know that this will be reviewed by the government during the half 
term break. The decision to return all children to school will be based mainly on infection rates, rates in 
the local community and death rates in the country. I really can't second guess exactly what the 
government will tell us to do but we will act according to their instructions. If we do return on 8th March, 
we will still be operating with staggered start and end of day routines. 
 
Internet Safety Day 
 
On Tuesday we held an internet safety awareness day for the children. There were a variety of activities 
and some of the work that the children completed during the day is absolutely astounding. We hope we 
have reminded them of how to stay safe online but one of the activities we asked the children to do was 
to fill in in a Google internet safety form. Worryingly, a very small percentage of children did say on the 
form that they may or would be willing to meet someone one that they had met online. We will be going 
over this again with the children but I thought it best to ask you to remind your children not to speak to 
strangers online and certainly not to arrange to meet anyone from an internet talk. We're also a little bit 
worried that some of the children seem to be playing inappropriate computer games, some of which 
have a very violent and sexual content.  Please do check on what your children are doing online as to 
them it seems a very safe and harmless activity. At the end of this newsletter there are some examples 
of what the children did during the day and a very entertaining song by one of the pupils.  
 
 
 Free School Meals 
 
The government announced that it would not be paying for free school meal vouchers during the half 
term break. However, Harrow Borough have organised payment for pupils on free school meals during 
the half term break. These vouchers should be mainly sent to you by email but if you have not received 
them please do let us know on our return to school after half term.  After half term they will continue as 
normal. 
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In School Bubbles 
 
There will be a small change to how in school bubble provision works 
after half term. The Year 5 bubble remains as it is. The changes will be to 
the Year 3-4 bubble.  Firstly, there will be a slight change in staffing -  Mr 
Riley will take the bubble on Thursday and Friday,  Miss Fraser will take 
the bubble on Monday and Tuesday and Mrs Bell will cover the bubble on 
Wednesday. We have created a new bubble for Year 4 pupils and this will 
be taken by Mr Thomas, Mrs Thacker,  Mrs Campbell and Mrs Nagle. 
Hopefully, it will only be in operation for two weeks.  
 
 
Lateral Flow Testing 
 
The lateral flow tests are taken by the majority of staff working in the school to test whether they are 
likely to be infectious or not. The staff currently in school are taking them twice a week and as more staff 
return, they will be offered the opportunity to take them as well. We will not be testing the children. 
However there are a variety of testing sites around the borough and you are encouraged and welcome 
to book your own lateral flow test for both your family and your children at the centres. If you do one of 
these tests please do let us know so that we can keep a record of it. 
 
 
Finally 
 
Parents you have done amazingly well with your children during lockdown. Most of the children are 
online and taking part in activities which I know must be very difficult for some of you as you are trying to 
hold a job and and work with your children on their school tasks. Please do not be too hard on 
yourselves.  The average teacher trains for years to do this job and you're expected to do it in a 
heartbeat.  When the children come back we will focus on any gaps in their knowledge. We do know that 
some of our pupils have had very different experiences of home learning during lockdown and we will 
therefore need to compensate for this to try and bring them back on course and fill in any holes that may 
have developed. The school staff really do appreciate all of your support in what has been one of the 
strangest and most difficult half terms in my teaching career. 

Kenmore Park Junior School 
Headteacher: Mr M Baumring       Office Manager: Mrs L McGuinness 
Tel: 020 8204 6294 

 

E-mail: office@kpjs.harrow.sch.uk 
Website:  www.kpjs.harrow.sch.uk 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
I hope that you and your families stay safe over the half term break. 
 
Have a look at what our kids do. There is a YouTube link to see one of them singing an internet safety 
song. Enjoy. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vNDojMnICCY&feature=youtu.be 
 
 
Internet Safety Day Work 
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